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«" POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE ;
< PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT |

US EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5 ‘l
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: _ N 557707

~ RMI - SODIUM PLANT —
State Road at East 6th Avenue
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004

OHD 000 810 242

RMI - Sodium utilizes spent brine solution from their Metals Reduction facility.
The solution is concentrated, enriched and placed in a "Dawns" electrolytic cell.
Through electrolysis, sodium chloride is transformed into metallic sodium and
chlorine gas (C12). The facility is approximately a 50 acre site located on
State Road, 3/4 mile south of Lake Erie. It has a Tandfill area about 3.6 acres
in size. The facility is bounded on the west by State Road and on the south by
RR tracks and the Detrex Corporation. Cleveland Electric Il1luminating has piles
of coal stored at the east boundary. The immediate area around the facility is
industrial. The closest population is East Ashtabula, Ohio, approximately 3/4
mile west of the site. The site is fenced and has a 24 hour guard. The geology
of the site is a clay, sandyclay formation overlying shale.

The RMI - Sodium Plant is a RCRA permitted facility. Hazardous wastes generated
include sulfuric acid, spent cell bath (contaminated with Ba) and metallic sodium/
calcium residue. Sulfuric acid that is not recycled is neutralized in the on-site
wastewater treatment system. Prior to August 10, 1983, the sodium residue was open
burned on a concrete pad and in a burn room having no pollution abatement equip-

ment. Following a consent agreement and Final Order from U.S. EPA, open burning
ceased. The burn room incineration continued while a second burn room is being B
fitted for pollution equipment. When operational, the 2nd burn room will be

used solely for residue destruction. '

Process wastewaters.are: treated in settling ponds following neutralization and
catalytic destruction of hypochlorite in the waste stream. This treatment was
implemented because of numerous complaints about, and NPDES excursions for,
discharge of high levels of Total Residual Clorine (TRC) to Fields Brook (via a
storm sewer along State Road). RMI is in the process of installing a bisulfite
reduction system to further reduce TRC in the effluent. The system is expected
to be complete in 1985. Known process water is also discharged from NPDES outfall
001 following settling. RMI recently received a final NPDES permit (May, 1985).

The landfill area received waste cell bath from 1950 to 1980. Although listed

as D005, a Barium waste, recent analyses show that the cell bath also contains
lead and cadmium. The area has a closure plan and has been capped with 2' of
clay. A drainage ditch which transversed the site was rerouted west to reduce
the potential for water infiltration into the landfill. A ground water study,
performed by Herron & Associates, included installation of 4 wells on-site. .
Sample analyses of well water indicated contamination of the upper clay formation
(approx. 30') with Ba, Zinc, and lead.  During the capping and rerouting activities
on the landfill, a leachate seep was found next to the RR tracks at the south end
of the plant. An analysis revealed TCE, tetrachloroethylene and Trichlorethane
contaminants in the leachate. Runoff from the CEI coal pile area,east of

the plant  and RMIL, is directed toward Fields Brook via the rerouted drainage
ditch. A potential exists for contamination infiltration from outside sources
into the RMI facility landfill area. |
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Because of the following, a Tow priority for FIT and a -continued high pri ri
State/CERCLA activity for this site is recommended, e wmy-for



Minimal number of people on ground water.

Surface drinking water source is more than 3 stream
miles from the site.

. Air contamination problems are being corrected.

Fields Brook is the subject of an ongoing NPL
Project, including RI work performed by CHZM Hill.

OEPA and ODH have issued a fish advisory for the
Ashtabula River.

Poor permeability for local soils and underlying

geology.
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